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Calendar 

23-24 June Flight Attendant Course (Y13) TAS E1 

25 June Bright Colour mufti day (tolerance) 

26 June Year 0-10 Reports issued 

29 June Year 10 Option choice discussions 

30 June Project Possum 

Room 4 to Kiwi North 

2 July Year 7 Snow Planet visit 

3 July Year 11-13 Reports issued 

End of Term 2 

6-10 July Year 13 PE Timber Trail 

20 July Start of Term 3  

22 July Year 11 DVC - Whangarei Period 4/5 

29 July NCEA Information evening 

5 August Year 11-13 - Student Progress Conferences 

6 August Year 7/8 Bream Bay College sports exchange 

6-8 August Duke of Edinburgh - Silver training Lane Cove 

11 August  School photos 

14 August  Year 9-13 Teacher Only Day  

27 August  Open Day / Evening 

31 Aug - 4 Sept Senior Exams 

31 Aug - 7 Sept Hillary Outdoors Pursuit Centre Year 10 

14-18 September Year 7/8 Kaimai Sports Camp  

16 September TAS Creative / Wearable Art 

25 September End of Term 3  

12 October Start of Term 4 

12 November Senior Prize giving  

16 November NCEA exams start  

27 November Year 9-13 Teacher Only Day NCEA implementation) 

4 December (Fri) Leavers’ Dinner 

8 December Final NCEA exams 

10 December  Year 7-10 Prize giving 

11 December  Year 0-6 Prize giving 

End of Term 4 
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http://www.tauraroa.school.nz


Cornerstone Value Term 3:  
Pa-te-aroha / Compassion: 
 “To help, empathise with, or show understanding and support to those who suffer.” 

The value of compassion reveals a person who is able and willing to look beyond their own needs and 
have empathy for others. This, in itself, supports that person to become a valued member of any 
community, school, business or whanau. 

Newsletter 19 June 2020 

Kia Ora Koutou, 

I have really enjoyed the positive and energetic 
attitude our students and staff have brought to 
school since returning from the COVID-19 
lockdown. The second term is quickly wrapping 
up, with the holidays just two weeks away. 

We look forward to welcoming Mrs Min Kim to 
our staff,  who will be teaching a newly formed 
Year 4-5 class. This will have the effect of 
reducing class sizes in our primary department, 
starting 29 June. 

We can be very proud of the high standard of 
behaviour displayed by our students when on 
visits to other venues. This week, our Room 5 
and 6 students visited the Kauri Museum in 
Matakohe, generating a number of compliments 
on their behaviour, politeness and friendliness. 

I was very pleased to have a visit from past 
principal (2002-2006), Danny Harrison, today. 
Since his time at TAS, his  career has been based 
in the Middle East, leading international schools. 
He is warmly remembered by our long serving 
staff members and past students. 

We are continuing to enjoy the benefits of 
belonging to a Community of Learning / Kahui 
Ako. Our links with neighbouring schools are 
growing closer as we seek to mutually  support 
each other for the good of our students and 
community. Our Across School Teachers (Andrea 
Cameron, Christine Alford and Jennifer Hibbert) 
are providing practical support to our schools,  
particularly in the areas of literacy, wellbeing, 
science and play-based learning. We are seeing 
the continuing benefits of our ‘Write That Essay’ 
approach to writing across all year levels, 
providing an enjoyable and structured approach 
to learning. 

The construction of our new gymnasium is 
making excellent progress, with the floor, precast 
walls and most framing now in place. Guyco 
Construction is doing a great job! We hope to be 
using the new facility from the start of Term 1 
next year. Other property projects pending 
include relocated caretaker and storage sheds, a 
new bus bay, upgraded lighting throughout the 
school and renovated senior toilets.  

The purchase of 60 Chromebooks and 27 desktop 
computers have increased accessibility to IT for 
many of our students. I do, however, encourage 
students to bring their own devices if they have 
them available. 

Winter sports are now finally getting underway. I 
am very grateful to the teachers, parents and 
senior students who are helping with the 
management and coaching of our teams. Our 
school is represented in hockey, netball, 
basketball and football, with many students also 
competing with local clubs in other codes. 

Nga mihi nui, 

Grant Burns 
Principal 



Digital Technology 

In term one our Year 7 - 12 students competed in an international computer science challenge called 

the Bebra s Computing Challenge 2020.  The challenge tests the students computational thinking 

skills.  This involves using a set of problem-solving skills and techniques that software engineers use 

to write programs and apps. I would like to take the time to congratulate all of the participants, well 

done to you all.  The following students do need to be acknowledged due to their outstanding results: 

Year 7         Year 11 

1st place: Harumi Andrews      1st:  Will Visser 

2nd place: Taylor Morgan      2nd:  Damien Guy 

3rd place Cailin Herbert      3rd:  Scott Crawford 

Year 8         Year 12 

1st: Mark Harding       1st:  Chad Pienaar 

2nd: Matthew Human       2nd:  Theo Murray 

3rd: Phoebe Sephton       3rd:  Ben Alford 

Year 9 

1st: Asher Hovell     2nd: Jack Riley  3rd: Celine Sutherland 

Right: Our wonderful caretaker, Greg, 
taking time to help Year 10 
understand how our school water and 
sewage systems work so we can work 
towards improving our sustainability 
at school.  By Sue Howes  

 

Thank you ANZ …………. 
 
The staff and students of Tauraroa Area School 

are very grateful for the donation of cricket gear 

by ANZ. We now have an excellent opportunity 

to foster skills and love of the game with 

students of all ages, with the Area School 

environment perfect for this. Maybe we'll 

produce another player of the calibre of former 

pupil, Tim Southee, one day! 

A special thank 
you to the teachers 
who have 
organised and 
looked after 
school camps and 

trips.  This often means time away 
from your own families.  Our children/
students have the opportunity to build 
positive connections with their peers, 
develop confidence and enjoy 
experiences that they may not have had 
the opportunity to experience.  

Sponsoring the DOE programme run through Tauraroa Area School. 



Kauri Museum Trip—Room 4 & Room 5 
  
“The Kauri Museum rang with happy young 
voices today, when the children from Tauraroa 
Area School paid us a visit. The kids loved the 
exhibits and collections, and were a bit amazed 
at how the world use to be. This trip was to 
support their current school research projects. 
Thanks to all involved who made it a super day” 
Photos from Kauri Museum  

NCEA Excellence 

In spite of the COVID19 lockdown, many of our senior students are gaining 

‘Excellence’ credits in their NCEA assessments. The first of these to be recognised are 

from our Level 1 Sustained Rural Development: 

   Shalise Hunt Caleb Newman  Georgia Taylor 

Bay of Islands Beast Mud Run 
Year 7—13 

Friday, 28 August 2020.   
The Fullers Greatsights Bay of Islands BEAST is a super tough course over rolling countryside; navigating 
swamps, river crossings, a little bit of mud, some very steep hills and traverse rugged uneven terrain. 

The Bay of Islands Beast is designed to be tough but FUN, so have some fun by participating in an 
awesome fancy dress costume - just make sure it can handle hills! 

As you are likely to be wet, cold and sapped of energy, to warm you up there will be a nice warm snack 
waiting for you at the finish. 

Permission slips are at the school front office.  

 TAS Wearable Art Competition 

This year our wearable art competition will be held in conjunction with TAS Creative 

at Forum North  16 September 2020 

The theme is   

" A blast from the past or a foray into the future"  

Contact Mrs Guest for more information. 



Resilient 
 
I was resilient when I heard that the prime 
minister announced that we're gonna be in 
lockdown. - Cruz Neill. Year 10 
 
Fish are resilient, with standing pollution 
and climate change. -Chad Pienaar 12KB 
 
Compassion 
 
The police officer who murdered George 
Floyd showed the exact opposite of 
compassion. - Janné Loots 7JMC 
 
I have compassion for the people who have 
lost their lives because of the colour of their 
skin! -Mandy 9AL 
 
I was showing compassion by giving my 
cookie to Paint because he was hungry, 
true story. -Liam Bamforth 7JMC 
 

I show compassion by including everyone 
in everything and not leaving anyone out. -
Madison Johnstone 8GM 
 
 
Dazzle 
Mr Jenkins head bedazzles my eyes when 
the sun shines off it. –Jaquel 10LV 
 
The vegetables in the soup dazzled me by 
how they tasted so good. - Damien Bull 
7PA 
 
Ecstatic 
 
I was ecstatic to find that Haydn was 
ecstatic that I got a haircut. - Jesse Neill 
year 13 
 
I would be ecstatic if my siblings left for 
school and I got to go to the beach for the 
week. - Sophie Room 5 

Rental homes for School Families 
  
     Wanted! …………… 
 
                                A Professional, Tauraroa Area  
                                School family are looking for a  
                                3 bedroom home for long-term  
                                 lease.  Please contact Elaine or  
                                 Andy in the school office  or  
                                 09 4322643  
—————————————————————————————————————————— 
A Professional, Tauraroa Area School family are looking for a 4+ bedroom home for 
long-term lease. 
Responsible tenants with 2 dogs and 2 cats.  
Contact Jodi Blomfield 027 281 2776 
————————————————————————————————————————- 

Meet The Principal 

Our principal, Grant Burns is available to have a chat with any parents who would like to meet with him on 

Tuesdays, 2:30-4:00pm. While appointments are not necessary, he is more likely to be able to answer 

specific queries if you inform the principal’s secretary, Elaine Pienaar, of your questions in advance.   

Mr Burns is happy to discuss any aspect of our school’s operations or even meet with parents of 

prospective students. 

Family looking for a 2/3 bedroom home to rent in the Maungakaramea or 
Maungatapere area.  Please phone Alice Lee on 0274 287583. 

Congratulations to Sam Parry (2019) who has been selected to be on the Young 
Enterprise Alumni Advisory Group. This group was established to ensure a strong alumni 
voice through  decision making, programme development and helping them shape new 
ideas. 

 





Sticks ‘n’ Stones 
 

On Wednesday 18th, March, Y12 Health was privileged 
enough to be a part of the Sticks ‘n’ Stones workshop. 
 

It is a programme by young people, for young people, to 
empower us to have the skills, confidence and 
connections to be ourselves and support our peers, to 
feel accepted, respected and for bullying to be a thing of 
the past. The course was informative and clear on its 
initiative. We as a class were ecstatic to be a part of a 
highly successful programme.  
 

As part of our internal, we will be taking action on a real 
issue in our school. We will be advocates for others in the 
school to become confident, explore attitudes and 
perceptions around the issues of bullying.  
 

It was a valuable experience to be a part of the workshop 
and to learn how we can change our surroundings for the 
better. Our class has taken away new skills from this 
workshop that will not only help us with our internal but 
in any life ordeals.  
 

Thank you Mrs Perry and Mrs Chaplin for taking us on this 
trip, you both are amazing and we are blessed to have 
you both us our teachers :) 
 

By, Darius Martin-Baker and Jemima Su'a 

Music News. We would like to welcome two new itinerant music teachers, 
Pippa Howes and Ray Palmer, who are filling the vacancy in woodwind tuition 
left by the departure of Kathleen. With the move to Level One under the Covid 
response plan, our choirs and concert band rehearsals are well underway again. 
Next term, on Wednesday September the 16th, we will be holding our annual 
TAS Creative event at Forum North to showcase not only the musical talent at 
our school but also the Wearable Arts Competition. In the lead up to this, the 
TAS' Got Talent competition will also be running and the finalists will also 





MGK JMC 2020 Rally dates 
We are now able to start getting organised for the JMC season which this year will be 
10 weeks long run in term 3. The following dates are for us to get together sort teams 
and go from there. 
 
Sunday 21st June 10am-11am Northland Hockey—Years 5,6,7 & 8 
Sunday 28th June 10am-11am MGK Sports Club—Years 1,2,3,4 & 5 
Sunday 28th June 11am AGM, so please if you can make it that would be fantastic.   
 




